
Person to be appointed and in place with
effect from the District AGM in March 2023. 

If you would like to apply, please 
send a covering letter & CV to:

Mr David Allinson (A District Chairman)
West Briscoe
Baldersdale
Barnard Castle
County Durham
DL12 9UP 

or email  
dallinson06@gmail.com 
before the 31st January 2023.

Applicants are most welcome to discuss the 
job role with the current secretary, 
Caroline Colling, if required.

Kirkby Stephen - Shearling Rams

With over 880 tup shearlings catalogued over the two days, there was always going to be some 
serious trade, and it was later in the second day when Kingshaugh Hotshot, strode into the 
ring. He had taken the days small breeders champion ticket for Tom and Kay Hutchinson, who 
run a small flock of just 100 pure swaledale ewes on the hills of Upper Teesdale and following 
on from the small breeders’ title went and took the overall Reserve Championship too. He is by 
the homebred “Deano” which they sold a few years back for £18,000 and retained a share and 
out of a ewe they bought privately from Patrick Sowerby, Oakbank, by a Paul Ewbank sire. His 
entrance into the ring was eagerly anticipated, with the ring filling up before his arrival, and 
when the dust settled after some frantic bidding, the hammer fell at £45,000, to Mark Nelson, 
Bull & Cave and John Richardson, Ghyll House.

The Grayrigg Hall pen of tups from Richard 
and Gail Harker always command a lot of 
attention. Topping their trade was a bid of 
£35,000 for a son of the West Briscoe tup 
they bought in a three-way split two years 
ago for £34,000 out of Hawes. This massive 
tup was out of a ewe by the Harkerside, 
which has done so well for them over the 
years, with their first 3 tups all out of ewe 
by him. He was sold in a two-way split 
with Robert Hutchinson, Valley Farm, who 
took the Reserve Champion on the first 
day, selling for £10,000 to Murton Hall, 
and David Allinson, West Briscoe. Richard 
and Gail also took the 3rd prize in the large 
breeders’ class with a son of the Bull & Cave 
tup, which is proving to be a great breeder, 
again out of a ewe by the Harkerside. 
This smart tup, full of quality was bought 
in an £18,000 deal by the Hallam’s, High 
Birkwith, who themselves enjoyed a good 
trade with a pen of smart tups, peaking at 
£18,000.

The highlight of Thursday’s sale was the 
first tup from Mark and Linda Rukin, West 
Stonesdale with Stonesdale Major, a son of 
the West Briscoe tup that they have shown 
successfully a number of times and out 
of a ewe by the homebred tup which was 
Champion at Tan Hill show as a tup hogg 
a few years ago. This typey sort of a tup, 

with plenty of sparkle and power sold for 
£30,000 to Bill Cowperthwaite, who was 
delighted with his purchase after selling 
one of his own just a few minutes before for 
£12,000.

Champion on the first day came from the 
Ghyll House flock, who had a great pen 
of tups on sale, with some great quality, 
power and top bloodlines on offer and their 
trade reflected this fact. The champion 
was out of a ewe by the old Richard Harker 
tup and is a son of Blackcombe Duke, a 
£32,000 purchase out of Kirkby Stephen 
2 years ago. He was a powerful tup when 
bought and this power was seen in his 
progeny. Named Ghyll House Machine, he 
sold for £22,000 to Richard Hutchinson, 
Redgate. The Ghyll House pen saw a further 
3 tups over the five-figure mark, with John 
Bradley, Penyghent and Neil Richardson, 
Fernyford forking out £15,000 for the 3rd 
placed tup, a son of the £16,000 West 
End Elvis tup. They had a brace of tups at 
£10,000, the first a son of a Gordon Cartmel 
went to Matthew Lawson, Buddle House, 
whilst the other, a son of the Curwen top 
sold to M/s Dixon, Yoad Pot, Kendal.

There were four tups on the second day hit 
£20,000 on the nose. The first was from the 
Stanhope Gate pen, their topper, Monks 

Power, was by the £26,000 Grayrigg Hall 
tup bought out of Kirkby two years back 
and bought by Messrs Lee, Harwood Shield. 
The Harker tup fully paid his investment as 
another by him sold for £16,000, selling to 
Alan Alderson, Barras.

The next to hit £20,00 was Neil Richardson, 
Fernyford farm, Derbyshire, who took 2nd 
prize in the large breeder’s class with a son 
of the £13,500 Helbeck, which has been 
leaving his stamp on the flock, with their 
best show ewe by him and out of a ewe by 
a £7500 Easegill Head tup. This boy sold to 
Robert Hutchinson, Valley, and John Tully, 
Burncroft.

The next brace of shearlings at £20,000 
came from the same home as James and 
Oliver Beckwith from New Hall, Barras 
enjoyed a bumper trade with their pen 
of tups. Kettlepot Falcon and Kettlepot 
Fireball were both by the £12,000 Stanhope 
Gate tup bought out of Kirkby two years 
previous. The first was sold in a three-way 
spilt with M/s Porter, Riddings, John White, 
Rigg and Stephen Bland, Cotegill all digging 
into their pockets and the second was 
bought by Richard Harker, Grayrigg Hall 
and Richard Hargreaves, Barley.

Kirkby Stephen Sale Report by Wayne Hutchinson

Wilf Buckle
C District Secretarya




